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BEST PRACTICE -2

ECO-FRIENDS CLUB

As you know that we are living in 21% century, recognized as a postmodern era. In the accordance with
healthy life we have to think about healthy environment, having into conscious awareness as our college has
resolved to establish “Eco-Friends Club”, endorsing characteristic of environmental development and health
enhancement. This club makes people conscious about nature, empower the young generation to become
environmental leaders in their communities. Eco-friends club imparts essential skills, awareness campaigning
about knowing the environmental issues, and inspire collective action. As our college is located in tribal area,
and there is rich availability of natural resources, so college decided to conserve local seeds, so we start a
“Seed Bank” for community members to promote the biodiversity such as kitchen and herbal gardening, wild
vegetables cultivation, and community engagement. Conservation of rare and endangered plants. We collected
seeds of straight varieties from rural and tribal people and encourage people to donate or exchange seeds.
College organized workshops on herbal plants exhibition, seeds saving and sowing, plantation, gardening, and
plants care to support seed bank and its users,

OBJECTIVES OF PRACTICE

As we established Eco friends Club in college in the sense of creating environmental consciousness and
conservation of biodiversity among the future generation. This club is not only preserve the biodiversity but
also dragging people into panorama of nature. Our college faculty always inspire the club members to
participate in awareness campaigning such as .....

To keep their surrounding green and clean by undertaking plantation of trees.

To collect seeds for growing rare and endangered plants and distribute in community for sustainable
development of biodiversity.

Promote ethos of conservation of water by minimizing the use of water.

Motivates students to create awareness among public so as to stop the indiscriminate burning of waste
which causes respiratory diseases.

Sensitize local people to minimize the use of plastic bags, not to throw them in public places as they
choke drains and sewers, cause water logging and provide breeding ground for mosquitoes.

This club organizes tree plantation programmes, awareness programmes in the college, such as Quiz,
essay, painting competitions etc. regarding various environmental issues and educate students about re-
use of waste material & preparation of products out of waste.

We conserve some traditional medicinal plants in college garden.

We collect the local seeds for kitchen garden without implementing any kind of pesticide and chemical
for its grown.

We promote the people to prevent animal porching and to reduce animal-human conflict.

To protect flora and fauna of this area.
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THE CONTEXT

As we start this practice there were lots of challenges, actually this college is located in tribal area. People
from this area are not conscious about environment, and its conservation. Here we happened to find
deforestation. Having known such issues, our faculty members aspire to find solution on problem, and we
established Eco-friends club through this we started addressing people, connecting people, for we used to go
village to village in the beginning, they couldn’t understand because these people are illiterate, though we are
telling them to stop deforestation but they were not listening still we kept working on it, thereafter they came
to know about importance of nature. However, we implemented practice first to aware students of college
through them, we wanted to spread awareness in society, in accordance with we organized activities to save
the environment, like planting trees, conducting poster competition on various environmental issues. As we
know that our college located near to Painganga river, also our institute is run under the name of Painganga
Education Society, it is our responsibility to increase the awareness about increasing pollution in the
Painganga River. Eco-friends club activities could help the faculty and students to meet the objectives of
environmental education, which are going to enhance awareness and sensitivity among individuals and social
groups to the total environment and its allied problems. Impart knowledge to help individuals and social
groups gain a variety of experiences in and acquire a basic understanding of, the environment and its
associated problems.

THE PRACTICE

There are numbers of eco-friends club in urban area but we rarely found such club in rural area preciously in
tribal dominated area. As college opened there was fixed mission and vision to overall development of tribal
area such as educationally, traditionally, economically as well as sustainable enrichment of environment.
When we considered to establish Eco-Friends club, we had challenge how to connect people to this club, so
we first start working in college we organized workshop in college there were all students and faculty
members of college appeared to know the function of club. All appeared members in workshop were
motivated about sustainable development of nature, and conservation of biodiversity. College started to run
club so as we conducted some competition on college level such as having theme on environmental
sustainability like poster presentation, quiz competition, paper presentation, and students of college used to
participate in such competitions in case they would learn the importance of conservation of environment.
Thereafter, our club members start to work outside college, they used to go village to village to aware the
people. In the beginning we didn’t get more response but later on people came to know importance of our
club, they started to work with our club. We decided to grow the rare plants in the botanical garden getting
inspired by great environmentalist and fossil researcher Dr. Suresh Chopane, who discovered fossils in
Yavatmal, Chandrapur, and Gadchiroli district. In this way this club keep working, now we have more than
two thousand members who are connected with Eco-friends Club. They are willingly working such as among
them some are local leader. Who are promoting the people and inspiring to preserve the natural beauty though
there is not possibility to grow tree but there is our beauty to conserve the sustainability of environment.

EVIDENCE OF SUCCESS

As we established Eco-Friends Club we had target to bring into success, so having known the situation of
tribal area, and its need of time, club members were so enthusiastic to reach out problem which is concerned
with environmental issues such as deformation, water pollution, air pollution , as you know this area is
recognized being tribal so there are illiterate people they were not conscious about environment issues, so as
to get overwhelm on such problem our college embarks by establishing such club in college. We didn’t keep
this club limited in college but also we strengthen this club outside also. There are more than two thousand
members connected with this club, they are awaking the people about environmental sustainability. In this
way we made known tribal people how to purify drinking water, and its TDS, to do organic farming, how to
make vermi compost, through the club, we enhanced interest in organic kitchen gardens etc.



PROBLEM ENCOUNTERED AND RESOURCES REQUIRED

As we started working under the ‘Eco-Friends Club’, we encountered with demotivate people, who were not
supposed to work with us. So as we met our Principal sir who ignited us, and taught us how to aware the
people about environmental issues. As having inspired we kept working, so later on people came to know the
importance of Eco-friends Club. We made them conscious of burning issues like deforestation, water
pollution, air pollution, and extra use of pesticide in farming. In this way whatever resources we required to
increase the awareness in society, it became available. Village people got transform from their traditional way
to look at nature.



