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BEST PRACTICE - 1

DOUCUMENTATION OF TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE AND ITS
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

The college is located in the area which being recognized as tribal Tahsil as well as previously Naxal
affected, and college itself is surrounded by distinguish community, also with natural resources.
Having known this diversity, management begot institution to bring underprivileged society into
mainstream community such as schedule tribe, nomadic tribes including Gond, Kolam, Pardhan,
Beldar, Banjara etc. Most of the admitted students belong to same category. As our college facilitates
Science and Commerce faculty by this college has taken initiation to embark the students toward the
innovation, because students of college belong to tribal and rural area, so their parents possess
traditional knowledge about uses of medicinal plants and wild vegetables. As per need of time college
embark to preserve their traditional knowledge, in that case, college promoted interdisciplinary faculty
to make the documentation of their traditional knowledge, ritual, culture and varieties of wild
vegetables such as roots, shoots, flowers, and fruits, which were basic food for tribal people and ethno-
medicine. Since college has been working for the tribal to enhance their life by using their traditional
knowledge and its preservation as well as conservation of biodiversity for their sustainable
development. Recently, we have formulated herbal medicines and food products by using their
traditional knowledge also decided to protect their knowledge. One of tribal NGO’S was trained in
incubation centre, on that basis he has started his business and found himself as successful
entrepreneur.

OBJECTIVE OF THE PRACTICE
As you know that when institute was opened there were fixed mission and vision to carve niche in the
innovative world. Objective of this practice to conserve traditional knowledge and to find its
sustainable development. Students of this college belong to wild natural resources, so they know some
traditional healer. Faculty members give tasks to students to approach such people and get their
traditional knowledge about medicinal plants to make the documentation of traditional knowledge.
College students get acknowledgement from traditional healer. Faculty make know how they made
herbal medicine, its processing and how cure the village people from various deceases. So our college
students preserve such knowledge in the form of document, by using modern process students are
trying to convert such traditional method into modern formulation and enduring to get patent so that
their traditional medicinal knowledge will be preserved and students of college find themselves on the
competitive platform as entrepreneur and dare to enterprise, and start up.

THE CONTEXT
There were the contextual challenging, when our college students start to approach the people who
were recognized as Traditional Healer. They were not convinced to unfold their knowledge about
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traditional medicinal plants. Our college faculty didn’t give up to their endurance. They met such
people again and again, thereafter they however disclosed their information about traditional medicinal
plants, and we ensure that how their knowledge will be preserved in the form of patent and when we
bring out this crude process into modern formation they would be benefited. In this way we got
overwhelm and people who were known as medicinal healer, came out from complex, such as in the
beginning when our faculty and students approached they were thinking that our traditional knowledge
will be misused and their importance and impression would be loosed among the society, such kind of
superstition they were having, but when we convinced them, they became ready to help us.

THE PRACTICE
When such practice came into being in our college our college students were astonished having
known such practice. In the beginning it was so much difficult to collect such traditional knowledge
about medicinal plants, after some days when came to know the importance and need of time, The
college students were taught that how this practice we have to run in our tribal dominated college
because students of college belong to natural resources and they acquainted with as usual known
medicinal plants but they were not aware about such plants which are being used by traditional
healers to cure the various deceases, actually villagers are dealing with numbers of traditional healers
who are healing them from cancer, diabetes, piles etc. Tribal people don’t go to modern hospital first
they prepare traditional healer and tribal people have belief. Why we thought to run such practice
because college faculty have come to know in the context of Indian higher education to do something
unique, so that our college student who have grandeur natural resources, this helps our student in
innovation, start up and entrepreneur in this throat-cutting competition. Actually, when we start to run
such practice only make documentation of traditional medicinal plants and its sustainable development.
But when we come to know that about INCUBATION center, our college management and Principal
ignited college faculty and students and helped to establish such center. In the year 2022 college found
the incubation center in our college. Students of this college got good platform to implement their
innovative ideas.

EVIDENCE OF SUCCESS
When our college interdisciplinary faculty and students start to approach traditional healer, our aim is
not only to make the documentation of traditional knowledge, but also convert the traditional process
of herbal medicine into scientific modern process. In according to modern process, college students by
using such method brought up some herbal product out of incubation center. When people came to
know about this, they start to use, and they got to cure from their disease. This is actual outcomes of
this practice.

PROBLEMS ENCOUNTERED AND RESOURCES REQUIRED
when our college students start to approach the people who were recognized as Traditional Healer.
They were not convinced to unfold their knowledge about traditional medicinal plants. Our college
students didn’t give up to their endurance. They met such people again and again, thereafter they
however disclosed their information about traditional medicinal plants, and we ensure that how their
knowledge will be preserved in the form of patent and when we bring out this crude process into
modern formulation they would be benefited. To convert such traditional knowledge into modern
being, we require resources what is available in this area.


